
Word, Water, Wet 

Baptized into Christ



What are the Lutheran 

Confessions?

• Written between 1529 and 1577

• Explained and clarified (“confessed”) the 

Evangelical Lutheran teaching

• Small and Large Catechisms written for 

instruction (1529)

• Longest discussions in the Catechisms, 

brief mentions in Augsburg Confession, 

Apology of the Augsburg Confession, and 

Smalcald Articles



Baptized into Christ: 

Word, Water, Wet



Word: Command

• Matthew 28:19-20: “[As you go], therefore, 

make disciples of all nations, [by] baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, [by] teaching 

them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.”





Word: Promise

• Acts 2:38-39: “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is for you and for your 

children and for all who are far off, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself.” 



Word: Power

• Titus 3:5-7: “[God our Savior] saved us, 

not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own 

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that being justified by 

his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life.”



Starting the 

Catechism from 

the Top

• “Now when these three 

parts are understood, a 

person must also know 

what to say about our 

sacraments, which Christ 

himself instituted.” (LC

preface 20)



Catechism I: Ten Commandments

“Let this be considered and laid to heart that 

these things are not human games but are 

the commandments of the Divine Majesty. 

He insists on them with great seriousness. 

He is angry with and punishes those who 

despise them. On the other hand, He 

abundantly rewards those who keep them. 

In this way there will be a spontaneous drive 

and a desire gladly to do God's will.” 

LC I, 330



Catechism II: Apostles’ Creed



Apostles’ Creed

• “All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me.”

• “…that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve 

Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He 

is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.”



Apostles’ Creed

• I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 

Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 

faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 

true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the 

dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.



Baptized Into



Catechism III: 

Lord’s Prayer

• “The kingdom of God comes 

indeed without our prayer, of 

itself. But we pray in this 

petition that it may come to us 

also.” SC III, Second Petition



Baptized into Christ: 

Word, Water, Wet



“Certainly not just water, but the word of God in 

and with the water does these things, along with 

the faith which trusts this word of God in the 

water. For without God’s word the water is plain 

water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it 
is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in 

grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy 

Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three…”



Infant Baptism

• “Here a question arises by which the devil, 

through his sects, confuses the world: 

Infant Baptism. Do children also believe? 

Are they rightly baptized? Briefly we say 

about this, let the simple dismiss this 

question from their minds. Refer it to the 

learned. But if you wish to answer, answer 

as follows…”. LC IV, 47-48



Infant Baptism

• “Further, we are not very concerned to know whether the 

person baptized believes or not. For Baptism does not 

become invalid on that account. But everything depends 

on God's Word and command. Now this point is perhaps 

somewhat difficult. But it rests entirely on what I have 

said, that Baptism is nothing other than water and God's 

Word in and with each other (Ephesians 5:26). That is, 

when the Word is added to the water, Baptism is valid, 

even though faith is lacking. For my faith does not make 

Baptism, but receives it. Now, Baptism does not become 

invalid even though it is wrongly received or used. As 

stated above, it is not bound to our faith, but to the 

Word.” LC IV, 52-

53



Baptized into Christ: 

Word, Water, Wet



Wet: God’s Commitment to You

“God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!” (Lutheran Service Book 594)

Stanza 2

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!

I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.

Should a guilty conscience seize me, since my baptism did release me

In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood.

Stanza 3

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ!

Drop your ugly accusation; I am not so soon enticed.

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, all your might has come unraveled,

And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me!

Stanza 4

Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ!

When I die, I leave all sadness to inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes faith’s assurance brightly flashes:

Baptism has the strength divine to make life immortal mine.



Wet: New Identity

• “…that I may be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the 

dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.”



Wet: New Identity

• Colossians 1:13-14: “He has delivered us from 

the domain of darkness and transferred us to 

the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

• Galatians 3:27-28: For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is no male and female, for you 

are all one [people] in Christ Jesus.



Wet: Daily Renewal

• “It indicates that the Old Adam in us 

should by daily contrition and repentance 

be drowned and die with all sins and evil 

desires, and that a new man should daily 

emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever.” Small 

Catechism



Wet: Daily Renewal

• P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and ways?

• P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?

• P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

• P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

• P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the 

inspired Word of God?

• P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the 

Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?

• P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's 

Supper faithfully?

• P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, 

word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

even to death?



Wet: Seeking to Save

• Matthew 28:19-20: “[As you go], therefore, make 

disciples of all nations, [by] baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, [by] teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you.”

• 1 Timothy 2:3-6: “God our Savior, who desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, 

and there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as 

a ransom for all”



Wet: 

Seeking to 

Save

• “Thy Kingdom Come” “We pray here in the first place that 
this may happen with us. We pray that His name may be so 
praised through God's holy Word and a Christian life that we 
who have accepted it may abide and daily grow in it, and 
that it may gain approval and acceptance among other 
people. We pray that it may go forth with power throughout 
the world (2 Thessalonians 3:1). We pray that many may 
find entrance into the kingdom of grace (John 3:5), be made 
partakers of redemption (Colossians 1:12-14), and be led to 
it by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14), so that we may all 
together remain forever in the one kingdom now begun.”



Wet People!!!
• “For this reason let everyone value his Baptism as a daily 

dress (Galatians 3:27) in which he is to walk constantly. 

Then he may ever be found in the faith and its fruit, so that 

he may suppress the old man and grow up in the new. For if 

we would be Christians, we must do the work by which we 

are Christians. But if anyone falls away from the Christian 

life, let him again come into it. For just as Christ, the Mercy 

Seat (Romans 3:25), does not draw back from us or forbid 

us to come to Him again, even though we sin, so all His 

treasure and gifts also remain. Therefore, if we have 

received forgiveness of sin once in Baptism, it will remain 

every day, as long as we live. Baptism will remain as long 

as we carry the old man about our neck.” LC IV, 84-86



For all of which it is my duty 

to thank and praise, 

serve and obey Him
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