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Your Call.
Our Mission.
His Kingdom.

Southeastern District
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Your calling has a home in the Southeastern District – one of the most dynamic, diverse, and mission-rich
districts in the LCMS, where your ministry carries the Gospel to millions.
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"Connecting people with Jesus so that lives are
transformed and God's kingdom grows.”

A District at the Center of
Everything

The SED Engagement Model

The Southeastern District-LCMS sits at the intersection of
national influence and deep human need. From the nation's
capital in Washington D.C. to the mountains of Appalachia,
from Atlantic coastlines to historic cities — our region is a
portrait of the entire nation.

With 33 million residents and visitors
representing virtually every nation on
earth, this is no ordinary mission field.
To serve here is to plant your ministry
in a place unlike any other in the
synod.

Our States:

Rejoice Engage

Encourage Serve

Wellness Witness

We don't simply manage a district - we walk alongside every
worker and congregation through four intentional ways:

We rejoice in a God who
does immeasurably more
through Jesus. This joy is
our foundation and fuel.

We listen deeply, celebrate
who you are, understand
your context, and build
lasting relationships.

We walk alongside you to
create an environment of
possibility rooted in the
Gospel's power.

We love & serve you by
supporting your unique
calling as you connect
people with Jesus.

Equipping individuals and
faith communities to
thrive - body, mind, and
spirit - through growth
and renewal.

Multiplying individuals
and communities to
boldly share the love of
Christ in every
neighborhood.
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Why Serve Here?
A closer look at the
support, opportunity,
and mission that
await you in the SED

W H A T  Y O U ’ L L  R E C E I V E W H E R E  G O D  I S  M O V I N G

Everything You Need To Know

A T T E N D E N C E  G R O W T H

M I N I S T R Y  C O N T E X T  A V A I L A B L E

Urban Church Plants

Support Built
Around You

A District on the Rise

Worker Wellness Grants Your wellness
matters to this district. $1,500 is
available to each church worker every
three years for congregations who form
dedicated Worker Care Teams.

Coaching & Mentorship ICF-Certified
coaching is available to every SED
worker. District coaches walk alongside
you in your unique calling, not as
supervisors, but as fellow servants
invested in your growth and care.

Leadership Development Annual
Churchworkers & Educators
Conference, monthly webinars,
Leadership Conferences at multiple
locations, and more, all to help keep you
equipped and connected in your
ministry.

LCMS Schools 25 SED schools are
nationally NLSA-accredited or in
process. With 59 early childhood
centers, 17 elementary, 11 middle, and
3 high schools, all at 62 different
ministry sites, your family has a place in
Lutheran education.

Collegial Community With 50+ district
visitations annually, active circuit life,
and a district office that genuinely
knows your name, you will always have
support and care in your call.

Financial Partnership New Start
Grants, Renewal Grants, Student Debt
Fund, Student Scholarship Fund, and
LCEF loan and investment services are
here so your congregation is not just
sustained, but resourced for
immeasurably more.

N E W  S T A R T  P I P E L I N E
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Avg Weekly Attendance
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Attendance Growth over
3 Years

Youth Gathering Growth
(past 2 years)

Attendance Growth over
3 Years
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Rural Ministry Multicultural Outreach

Campus Ministry Military Chaplaincy

Refugee & Immigrant Ministry DCE/Youth

School Ministry Lay Deacon Track

Disaster Response Ethiopian/Oromo Ministry
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H O W  W E  P A R T N E R

More Ways to
Serve
Raising Up Church Workers
Seeking out and supporting people to
become future church workers

Shared Vacancy
collaborative congregation models that
multiply presence

Lay Deacon Program
2-year, fully online, MTC-trained lay
ministry track

New Start Grants
funding for pioneering church plants and
new school starts

Estate Planning
LCMS Foundation services for long-term
ministry sustainability

Disaster Response Teams
organized, deployed, and making a
difference in crises

SIMPLE Congregational
Assessment
health & growth workshops for your team

All Nations Network
cross-cultural ministry cohorts & online
communities

Y O U R  D I S T R I C T  T E A M

Wellness | coaching, care teams,
visioning, congregational renewal
Witness | new mission starts,
community engagement, All Nations
Schools & Youth | accreditation,
gatherings, educator support
Communications | Consultation,
events, Newsletter & Website
Stewardship & LCEF | loans,
investments, consulting & workshops

Ready to Explore Your
Call Here?
Your calling has a home here and
we would love to talk about what
that looks like for you. Whether
you are a pastor, deaconess,
DCE, or teacher, we look forward
to partnering with you to be
planted here, where together we
connect people to Jesus.

As of March 2026

The SED has over 20 new starts in one of the four
phases of the new start pipeline.

Southeastern District 
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